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MESSAGE FROM THE INTERIM ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT 
AND DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

Welcome to the University of Iowa!  

On behalf of the members of the University of Iowa Department 
of Public Safety I want to welcome you to the University of Iowa 
community. Our mission is to actively promote a safe and secure 
environment for all persons who come in contact with the 
University of Iowa, while supporting the University of Iowa’s 
goal to facilitate an atmosphere of quality education, research, 
and service. With over 31,000 students, 22,000 staff members 
and several thousand visitors each day, the University of Iowa 

becomes one of the largest communities in Iowa, especially during home football game 
weekends. 

Our core values are honor, integrity and vigilance which guide our day to day operations to 
make the campus as safe as possible for our community. We know our community is one that 
is very open and diverse. This drives us to respect each and every one of our community 
members, which includes all students, faculty, staff, and visitors to the campus.  

The Department of Public Safety invites all of you to make our community safer by reporting 
unsafe or suspicious activity, intervening as a bystander when it is safe to do so, and not 
tolerating disrespectful behavior. We must all be partners to change our campus climate. No 
one person or entity can do it all. 

As the interim Assistant Vice President and Director of Public Safety, a graduate of the 
University of Iowa College of Liberal Arts and Tippie School of Management, I encourage you 
to take advantage of the information in this website in order to make the most of your 
experience at the University of Iowa. It is a pleasure and honor to serve the University of 
Iowa community.  

Best Regards, 

 

David A. Visin 
Interim Assistant Vice President and 
Director Public Safety  

 
 2  



       

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
2015 
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THE POLICE DIVISION 
Patrol Operations 

UI Department of Public Safety’s police officers are 
trained and certified by the Iowa Law Enforcement 
Academy and have full arrest powers. In September, 
2014, the UI Department of Public Safety had a total of 
39 sworn officers, including 29 patrol officers, two bomb 
detection K-9s, three captains, and seven lieutenants in 
the uniformed Police Division. Four investigators 
constitute the Investigative Division. The department 
has an investigator assigned to the Johnson County 
Drug Task Force and an officer assigned to the Johnson 
County Bomb Squad. The department maintains an 
Emergency Response Team for violent incident 

responses on campus and conducts joint 
operations with other law enforcement 
response teams. 

The UI Department of Public Safety 
maintains jurisdiction of University owned 
or controlled properties. UI Department of 
Public Safety’s police officers have 
jurisdiction statewide but try to confine 
their patrol activities to the UI campus and 
routes in between numerous UI properties. 
The police officers patrol the UI campus by 
vehicle, motorcycle, bicycle, and foot patrol. 

Motorcycle Patrol 
In 2013, the Police Division began patrolling 
the UI campus with motorcycles. The unit 
has two Victory police edition motorcycles 
and are used during regular patrol and 
special events, such as home football games. 
Officers who operate the motorcycles are 
specially trained by Victory police motorcycle 
instructors.  
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K-9 Unit 
In 2014 the University had two bomb 
detection and patrol K-9 units. These 
special units provide bomb detection 
duties during athletic events and other 
events, such as visits by politicians.  

In 2014 both dogs competed in the K-9 
olympics and Officer Schramm and K-9 
Barry won awards for their performance. 
In 2014 K-9 Axel retired from the 
University Police after several years of 
service. 

Due to the loss of K-9 Axel, the department added two dogs in January of 2015. Both the 
dogs and handlers are undergoing training with the expectation of returning to patrol in 
March of 2015. Both dogs are patrol and bomb detection K-9s. 

 

These new additions, K-9 Falo with handler Officer Jackie Anderson on the left, and K-9 
Jago with Officer Jess Bernhard on the right, will be essential to provide safety and 
protection to the University of Iowa community in the future.  

Community Outreach 
In 2015, the Crime Prevention Unit was renamed Community Outreach Unit which better 
reflects the operations of the unit, and to reflect the entire community and the UI Police have 
the joint responsibility to reduce crime. The unit offers educational programming, 
community involvement, and social opportunities to help bring about awareness of safety 
and self-protection on campus. 
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The Department of Public 
Safety maintains a full-time 
Crime Prevention Specialist. 
This specialist maintains a 
comprehensive crime 
prevention program that 
includes presentations, 
security audits, research, and 
crime prevention literature. 
The Department of Public 
Safety’s Crime Prevention 
Specialist is available to all 
faculty, staff and students. 
The specialist is certified in 
various crime prevention strategies and Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) with an emphasis on campus crime prevention. Educational presentations are 
available upon request at no cost. Presentations and informational materials include: Alcohol 

Awareness, Personal Safety and Self-Protection, 
dealing with disruptive persons, identity theft 
information, and Project ID/UV designed to 
discourage theft and promote registration of 
student owned valuables. 

Our department is active with social media and we 
continually post information onto our sites: 
information includes Personal Safety & Self 
Protection, Hawk Alert, and various events. Please 
visit us on Facebook and Twitter through our home 
page at http://police.uiowa.edu. For these and other 
crime prevention services please contact the Crime 
Prevention Specialist at (319) 335-5043. 

 

THE INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION 
The Investigations Division has four officers assigned to it. Three investigators are assigned 
to general criminal investigations, with one of those being assigned to threat assessment. 
The fourth one is assigned to the Johnson County Drug Task force. 

Sexual Assault Investigations 
With the awarding of multiple grants from the Department of Justice’s Violence Against 
Women Office, all University of Iowa Police officers receive annual training in the response 
and investigation of sexual assaults. In addition, officers assigned to the Investigations 
Division receive supplemental training and are involved in the local Sexual Assault Response 
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Team (SART). For more information about the 
University of Iowa’s response to a report of sexual 
misconduct, including sexual assault, contact the 
Office of the Sexual Misconduct Response 
Coordinator at (319) 335-6200 or their website at 
http://osmrc.uiowa.edu/.  

Threat Assessment 
In response to a special mandate by the Iowa Board of Regents, The University of Iowa 
developed a threat assessment team to address the needs of persons in crisis or that may 
otherwise be a threat to themselves or others. The investigator assigned to the threat 
assessment unit receives special training in the assessment of individuals and their threat 
potential, as well as intervention methods.  

THE SECURITY DIVISION 
As part of the Security Division, the UI Department of Public Safety employs 21 full-time 
security officers, including two supervisors, and four part-time student security officers 
during the fall and spring semesters. These security officers are unsworn and receive annual 
training in CPR and fire suppression as well as instruction on University of Iowa policies. 
Full-time security officers receive on the job training from designated trainers and 
certification as protection officers from the International Foundation of Protection Officers. 
The Security Division members are required to have extensive knowledge of academic 
buildings and residence halls located on University of Iowa property. 

NITE RIDE 
The University of Iowa’s NITE 
RIDE program offers women free, 
safe rides home. UI Security 
officers will transport women from 
a designated pickup point to their 
residence halls. To arrange for 
transportation, women call (319) 
384-1111, the cell number for the 
van driver. The van is driven by a 
fully uniformed, full-time UI 
Department of Public Safety 
Security officer. The van is clearly 
marked with magnetic signs saying 
NITE RIDE and bears the UI Security patch and the NITE RIDE phone number. 

The Museum of Art 
Due to the flood of 2008, the UIMA's former building was deemed unsuitable for the return of 
artwork. However, the UIMA collection was saved, and through the use of temporary 
facilities and creative outreach, the Museum continues to offer the invaluable experience of 
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art to the University, the community, the state of Iowa, and beyond. The Security Division 
provides security and patrol services to the museum. 

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
The Department of Public Safety supplements the other divisions by employing nine full-
time Public Safety Dispatchers. Dispatchers are required to become state certified within 
their first year of employment. They are required to operate the National Crime Information 
Center (NCIC), Iowa On-Line Warrants and Articles (IOWA) computer systems, and attend a 
40 hour training course at the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy. Dispatchers routinely 
monitor over 250 fire and burglar alarm accounts, multiple agency radio frequencies, 911 
emergency calls, and calls for service using a Computer Aided Dispatching (CAD) system. 
Public Safety also employs University of Iowa students as part-time dispatchers who are 
required to meet the same employment standards as full-time dispatchers. 

Hawk Alert 
The Hawk Alert System is used to notify the campus community of threats to physical safety 
in emergency situations. Hawk Alert allows UI administrators to send recorded or electronic 
emergency messages (“Hawk Alerts”) to UI students, faculty, and staff by mobile phone, 
home phone, office phone, and e-mail, using contact information the community members 
provide to the University. 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
The University of Iowa Office of 
Emergency Management is dedicated to 
ensuring that every part of the 
University of Iowa campus is as 
prepared as possible to mitigate, 
respond or recover from emergencies or 
disasters.  The University’s Emergency 
Management Coordinator Shawn 
Sharp, acts as a point of contact for 
local, state and federal agencies prior to, during or after an emergency or a natural disaster. 
The Emergency Management Coordinator ensures that resources and assistance to the 
University of Iowa is be obtained as seamlessly and effectively as possible. 

An expert in incident management and command and control (the federally-backed NIMS 
and ICS programs), the Emergency Management Coordinator trains and manages the 
University’s All Hazards Emergency Management Team (AHEMT), is responsible for 
activating the University’s Incident Command Center (ICC) as well as acting as a liaison for 
all appropriate agencies at local, state and federal levels during the course of any 
emergencies or natural disasters. 
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When not dealing with any emergencies or natural disasters, the Office of Emergency 
Management performs an annual review of the UI Critical Incident Management plan, 

develops response plans for any 
and all possible crises and tests 
those response plans in addition 
to developing, implementing 
and coordinating emergency 
preparedness drills.  The Office 
of Emergency Management also 
provides assistance to 
individual university 
departments to help them 
develop their own emergency 
response plans through 
planning, educational outreach 
and training.  

FIRE SAFETY 
The Fire Safety Coordinator maintains a comprehensive university fire inspection and 
prevention program, acts as the university liaison with state and local fire and emergency 
management officials, assists with fire safety inspections of university buildings, enforces 
fire safety and emergency 
management directives, collects and 
prepares related documentation for 
dissemination to key personnel, 
researches and enforces all applicable 
codes, standards, and laws to ensure 
that the university is in compliance 
and serves as a member of the Fire 
Safety Advisory Group and 
Emergency Management Advisory 
Group. If you need fire safety related 
information please contact the 
coordinator at (319) 335-5389.  
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CRIME STATISTICS FOR 2014 
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SMOKING BAN: 

UI DPS continues to respond, warn, cite and direct smokers to areas where smoking 
is allowed. In 2014, UI DPS police and security officers responded to 688 smoking 
calls. 

• 513 contacts were initiated by police or security officers 
• 20 were complaint driven 
• 155 calls were initiated by police officers, no warnings or citations issued 
• 56 citations were written 
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